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WELCOME
Please stand

GREETING

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN Let Justice Flow Like Streams ELW 717
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers” cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

our maker, our helper, and our keeper.

C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P: Merciful and loving God,

C: we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.

We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost

and have been found.

Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

C: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for
all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31

A: A reading from the Book of Genesis, the thirty-second chapter.

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 2* He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. * Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until

daybreak. 2 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 2® Then he said, “Let me go,
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 2’ So he said
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” ?® Then the man said, “You shall no longer
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have

prevailed.” * Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. *°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” *! The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel,
limping because of his hip.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
A: A reading from the second Book of Timothy, the third and fourth chapters.

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it '’ and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. ' All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, !’ so that the person of God
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

“!In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: ? proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the
utmost patience in teaching. * For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound
teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their
own desires *and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. ° As for
you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.

Take My Hand, precious Lord, lead me home.



GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. > He said,
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. * In that
city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
accuser.” * For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and
no respect for anyone, ° yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.” ” ¢ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. ’ And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and
night? Will he delay long in helping them? ®I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

MESSAGE



Give Me Jesus ELW 770
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1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in  the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark . mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of day,
4 Oh, ..when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And ..when I want to sing, and . .. when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ....when I come to die, give me Je sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je - sus, give me Je sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

THE PRAYERS

P: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
P: God of grace,

(sung)

C: Let my prayer rise up like incense before you,

the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.

P: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated

OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us.

Please stand

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,

In the harmonious world of your creation the plants and animals
The seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,

You sent your Son to call us to yourself,

to heal our ills, and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave,
We await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Holy Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
Strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

And by this bread and cup form us into the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy church,

both now and forever.

C: Amen.



P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

COMMUNION

This is God’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand



BLESSING

P: The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

In my wrestling and in my doubts

In my failures You won't walk out

Your great love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

In the silence You won't let go

In the questions Your truth will hold

Your great love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse

Shining in the darkness

[ will follow You oh

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse

I will trust the promise

You will carry me safe to shore

Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore

I won't fear what tomorrow brings

With each morning I'll rise and sing

My God's love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness

I will follow You oh

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse

My Lighthouse



I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore

Win this nation back

Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here we pray

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.



St. Matthew’s Staff
Pastor Christian McMullan cmcmullan71@gmail.com
Daniel Bower, Music Director worship@stmatthews-church.org
Craig Miller, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 484-320-0785
Sandy Elkins, Director St. Matthew’s School 610-458-3381
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